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~either rain nor hail" may be the unoffidal postman's creed, but the condition of the roads in the Lake Park neighbor­
hood have stopped U.S. Postal Service and Fed-Ex deliveries to the residents' doors. Instead, mail is dropped off at a hult 
residents installed themselves at th~ front of the neighborhood. 

Large rocks, deep gorges, dirt patches 
commonplace on Lake Park streets 
IJ Sere11a Yasudffa I Staff writer 
svasudeva@Crossville-chronide.com 

For years, a community in Cross­
ville has dealt with roads in poor 
condition. 

The Lake Parle neighborhood in 
southwestern Cumberland County 
is located off Newton Road and . 
includes Owenby Drive, Morgan 
Circle, Linda Street, Sharon Circle, 
Walker Drive, Tresa Street and 
Diane Circle. 

All of the roads are owned and 

maintained by the Lake Parle Prop- when it rains, which can cause 
erty Owners Association. 8 .1 Debbie Hilton owns a home on t ton to miss church. She has even 

missed a few days of work due to 
Tresa Street, located toward the flood· d 
middle of the neighborhood. The mg an muddy conditions. 
roads near her home include large The ~oads are so deteriorated that 
rocks dirt patches massive puddles . the Umted States Postal Service 
and <kep gorges, ' and Pe~E~ no longer deliver to the 

"Not too many people live out ho.~cs msadc ~ke Park. . 
here because, I believe, of the A recent rev_i~w and audit of 
roads:' Hilton said. your road c~n~atmns by our district 

The road& arc prone to flooding safety speca_ahSl found_ them to be 
unsafe and m need of immediate re-

DennySllgle\111,who 
wons for a GlllpllJ 
hindllJaresi•llt 
to fix the.....as, said 
oposNIN.,_on 
tbis .. Pan ... 
wilCIISfgrntltt 
ro1 •.11t •11estM 
fixllt the .. "' 
~ ...... 
dlrt,wllkllwlllelp 
gravel stay II ,a.. 

pair," a June 2022 letter from USPS 
Postmaster Randall Bryant reads. 

Residents of Lake Parle had to 
install mailboxes at the front of 
the neighborhood to receive their 
mail. Anna Jackson, who owns 
property in the neighborhood, said 
that equipment had to be rented to 
properly install the mailboxes. 
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d ond smoor 1 

:ricers also trimmed tree 

limbs near the roadway. 

The Cltronide a_uempted to 

find a business license for 

MCK but could not ~nd one 

registered with the city or 

the county. 22 
Photo submitttd by Anna Jackson 

"I'm hopins that these 

ro,dscan be fixed p~r­
•1,.. ... """back m 

l)' so ow '-«II ~..,. 

Around August of 20 ' 

the Lake Park board ~f 

directors started 1oggmg 

empty Jots in the neigh­

borhood to raise funds for 

the roads. According to 

d f ravel Into late 
Contradors hired by Jackson bring a loa o 9 

~ .. Hilton 5111d. 
AroUnd ~ people own 

~ in Lake Parle, 
irdudin8 Athony Johnson. 

HebaslivedinLakePark 

•- 1999 and said that the 
SIIAN 

, 

roads arc the worst they ve 

~been. 
·'Thef re barely roads at 

this point," Johnson said. 

--rm ashamed to tell people 

1 ~ in Lake Part because 
downhill

,, 
it's just gone · 

Over the last 26 years, 

Johnson has fixed every road 

in the neighborhood using 

~ of dollars in grav­

d and sand. At first, he used 

published member meeting 

minutes from Oct. 1, 2022, 

the logging proceeds were 

going to be used to grade_ 

the gravel on Owenby D~ve, 

Sharon Circle, Walker Dnve 

and Diane Circle. It was 

also supposed to be used to 

install culverts and ditches. 

According to the board's 

documents, $103,526 was 

made from logging and 

$84,096 was spent on the 

roads. Lake Park POA 

Secretary Jerri Lynn Toms 

Park. • 

Serena Vasudeva/Chronide 

An uneven road In lake Part with large stones and bare dirt. 

Wate, 
ditch· 
ingth 

a tnd and trailer. Now that 

his heahb bas declined, he 

catries 5-pound buckets of 

rocks when be is able to. 

Out ex all the roads, John­

soo said that Morgan Circle 

is in the worst condition. 

said that the money only 

fixed Owenby Drive and 

Diane Circle, which she said 

accounted for a third of the 

roads in the neighborhood. 

Since then, the board has not 

fixed the roads except for 

will be no logging' rule and 

they stuck to it for 40 years," 

Toms said. 

water from flowing into her 

driveway. 
"We have quads in here 

that when they gun it, it rips 

the roads up," Hilton said. 

"Morgan Circle ain't seen 

no rock in years other than 

what I've put on it," he said. 
the occasional pot hole or 

culvert. 

He added that Sharon 

Grae is so narrow that cars 

calJD0I. pus cacll other. 

'T- hem stid: more 
times than l can count," 
)obnsoawcJ. 

Jo#Jmoo oo longer pays 

his f'OA caaes. citing the 

tboosaads d dollars he's 

sunk into die roadl. Lake 

Pali dues vary, with a $50 

base charge, plus $5 per lot 

and $10 per dweJLing. The 

total ranges from $65 to $95 
per }'Car~ 

"If we can't afford to put 

gravel down, we certainly 

cannot afford the roads to 

get scraped and graded and 

even asphalted. We were 

quoted a million do}lars 

per mile of roadway," Toms 

said. "The roads are 50 years 

old and they've only been 

maintained twice, so you do 
the math." 

She said the logging was 

me, ~frh PUShbacJc by sever­

~' residents who did not want 
Jt to take pl11ee. 

"We had to wait until the 

Hilton said that Lake 

Park contractors have laid 

stone on Tresa Street, but 

they stopped just short of 

her driveway. She ended up 

investing her own money 

into gravel and a culvert to 

prevent flooding. 

"My husband and I put 

in more lhan $750 "°"h of 

stone down from our drive­

way up. Lake Park didn't do 

it, I did. Did I ask for a re­

imbursement for them? No, 

because I knew I wouldn't 

get it," Hilton said. 

Residents say the better 

roads, such as Owenby Drive 

and Tresa Street, have been 

damaged by speeding. 

"Speed bumps have 

been installed, some at the 

owner's expense, on several 

roads due to their premature 

degradation," the Lake Park 

POA Spring 2025 newsletter 

read. 
.Also in 2022, a dam over,. 

'!win Lake located in the 

back of the neighborhood 

was closed. According to 

meeting minutes from Oct. 

J, 2022, the 1\vin Lake Dam 

road was considered "too 

cost-prohibitive to repair.'' 

The dam is still closed today. 

Singlet( 
ditdlts 
like Jt'sl 
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in Lake! 
graded. 
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Singleto: 

Jacbon has also main­

tained the roads at her own 
expense. She provided 

invoices from 2022 which 

last of the original owners 

P8Bsed away because they 

had a very steadfast 'there 

Hilton said she noticed 

an increase in speeding 

vehicles after she fixed her 

road. She installed a speed 

bump, which also heJps keep 

Several residents ended 

up suing Lake Parle in 2022 

over road conditions and to 

secure the ability to vote in 

the POA. The lawsuit is still 
underway. 

Denny Singleton Worked 

for Daggett Trucking, a 

company Jackson hired to 

Lu the roads previously. 

Now, Singleton hauls gravel 

across Bledsoe, Van Buren. 

Single 
county tc 

be a chaJ 
in Lake 1 
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ditches in. 
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